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The SWE Government Relations and Public Policy (GRPP) Committee will once again be organizing a spring Congressional outreach day on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. Please consider attending this event entitled, “Diversity and Inclusion Drives Innovation in STEM,” which will be held on March 21-22, 2012. This event will increase awareness of the need for and the importance of increased diversity and inclusion in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) workforce. 
Like last year, SWE will be taking the lead in organizing this event, and is in the process of reaching out to other STEM organizations to solicit their interest in participating. SWE’s 2012 Capitol Hill Day will begin promptly at 1:00 PM on Wednesday, March 21, 2012 (there is an optional lunch at Noon), and conclude by 5:00 PM on Thursday, March 22, 2012. The meetings will be held at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill, and in meeting rooms on Capitol Hill. This event is being made possible by a grant from the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation. 
To register for the event, please visit: http://fs19.formsite.com/rsvp/SWECHD12/ The password is “diversity12.”
More details are forthcoming. While there are no specific volunteer travel funds available for this event, some meals will be provided for attendees. Note that for SWE board members there are travel funds for attending the BOD3 meeting
If you are interesting in participating or have any questions, please contact Karen Horton, GRPP Chair, at karen_horton@umit.maine.edu. 
Please note: Space is limited, and reservations will be handled on a first-come, first-served basis.
If you are interested in staying at the Hyatt Capitol Hill, please provide reservation information via this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FY12BOD3. Sleeping rooms are available for $259/night single or double. Please note that SWE does not have a contract with the Hyatt, but has reserved a few rooms. If you need a room at the Hyatt, you will need to provide your reservation information and SWE will book on your behalf. D.C. is in high demand in March, so please respond as soon as possible if you need a hotel room. We cannot guarantee availability.
BOD3 will be held at the Caterpillar DC offices on March 23-24. Thank you to Stacey for arranging the meeting space again this year. Caterpillar offices are located at 1425 K. St., between 14th and Vermont. We will provide breakfast and lunch Friday and Saturday at Caterpillar. Please use the link above to RSVP for BOD3.
Thanks for your consideration, and we hope to see you in March.
Sincerely,
Betty
--
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